'Land tax vote rescinded,
‘push on for local DMV

Levy splits board
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A jousy 0 and 16 record for
the land transfer.tax; and a

~looming recessmn, conyineed a

¢ Cominissioners- on Monday to

- rescind a referendum on the

issue, originally scheduled for

i.the May 6 primary.

- Jimmy Spain was the lone
holdout when the: rest of the -

In August, Commlssmner

board OK'd placing the new
levy on the ballst, a process

 authorized by the General

Assembly Iast summer as part

of the state’'s Medicaid relief

: leglalatmn

Since then, the tax - wh1ch
would allew a county to col-
tect four-tenths of a percent

from the proceeds of almost all

land sales - has been roundly

~ defeated by the electordtes. of -

- 16 different counties.

After fellow board members

. Carl Ollison, Roy Brinson Sr.,
. and Chairman Daug Brinson

" decision, Spain could not resist

joined - him in reversing the

a_ good-natured ‘swipe at h1s

~ new allies.

“I would just like to stay that

' Tamthe only one who has been
* consistently agam,st th:s tax

_board’s multi-topie,
+ workshop, Ollison g‘eutly pro-

he joked."
- During a break’ from the

‘ tested. He stressed nis “pre-

vious vote for a referendum
should nevér have been con- °

- strued as support for the tax, .
i~ Commissioner Paul Delamar
HI joined colleagues Christine

Melec and Ann Holton, The .

three wanted to stick w;th the

. referendum.

. “We need ariother tool in our

(financial) toolbox,” he arpued.

all-day |

Levy

i to see the people have a vote_

' majority of the Pamlico County | on this.”

“But Ollison couritered that
the county ‘had ‘missed- & win-
dow of apportumty ' _

“Now we are in a reces_sion,”

- he said. “People are going 1o

need to sefl’ property to bail -
themselves out.. At one time,
the tax could have brought in

~ sorie good money, but now the

flipping is over -- hecause the

. real estate boom is over.”

 ing to-commit to lowering thgi g
. property tax rate by 5 cents,” -

_ Roy Bnnson hinted the com-
“missioners -should- apply any.
' and all proceeds to fower pmp-

; erty tax rates.

Without such an ‘assurance,
any. referendum would be -an

| cxercise in fut1hty he predm;—: '
ad. :

“] dom't hear anyone wanb—

. he gaid. “If we put it out mght
* now to the voters, it will defi-
‘nitely be defeated.” -

. “History says that the ones : -
i.who have the money ta buy

. the radio and TV ads (against
the tax) are the ones wheo got
; the1r way I,-for ane, would like

See I,..EVY Pa. 14 ‘

Immediately after the spht '*

_zvote Delamar offered a fall- -
back.. He  suggested - county
citizens should get an -up-or--

~ Continued If!-om' _l.’agg'-'l_.

down vote on a quarter<ent

sales tax, which the General

~ Assembly authorized as a more
. palatable alternatlve to the
_land transfer taJL

“This is one that has actu-=

ally passed in other counties,”

be explained, “It gives us some

+. other tool besides the property

”

tax. R o
- Holton volunteered a see-:
ond t0 Delamar’s motion: She:
reminded the commissioners
that “you would have to spend.
810,000 to experience a $25.
tax 1mpact and the sales tax:

" does not dpply tu vehicles. or;

to food.” - .
But thls tlme e havmg

. received optimistic’ FEvenue: -
forecasts for the curfent fis-.

cal year from county Fmance
Office Jim Philyaw -- an even

blgger majerity surfaced:

Delamar and Holton fmind
themselves on a very short e_ud_

“of the stick - as Mele sided:

with the ariginal four to defeat
any fut:ure vote oh-a sales tax
mcrease : ;
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